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Abstract

The linguistic sign occupies a central position in modern language sciences, as it is
considered the fundamental unit upon which the linguistic system is built and through which
human communication processes are formed. Language is not merely a tool for expressing
ideas; rather, it is a complex system of signs that derive their meaning and function within
their systemic and social context. Perspectives on the concept of the sign have varied between
the Arab linguistic tradition—which paid significant attention to the relationship between
word and meaning—and Western studies, which led a conceptual revolution with Ferdinand
de Saussure and Charles Peirce. In this shift, the sign evolved from being a mere symbol or
indicator to a complex semantic structure that integrates the signifier and the signified,
governed by the principles of arbitrariness and social convention.

These theoretical transformations have expanded the concept of the sign to encompass
various forms of human communication. The study of the linguistic sign has thus become a
gateway to understanding linguistic, cultural, and social phenomena alike. This research
highlights the importance of tracing the theoretical and conceptual foundations of the sign and
exploring its development across the Arab tradition and Western linguistics, while also
examining the terminological distinctions between the sign and related concepts such as the
index, symbol, symptom, and clue.

The study seeks to address a central question: Is the sign confined to the linguistic
domain, or does it extend to become an interpretive tool for understanding the various systems
of human life? To what extent do traditional and modern conceptions of the arbitrariness and
functions of the sign converge or diverge? Answering these questions requires a critical
analytical approach that considers the dimensions of the sign in both Arab and Western thought
and sheds light on its role in reshaping contemporary linguistic studies and expanding their
applied domains.

Keywords: Linguistics, Linguistic Sign, Signifier, Signified Arbitrariness of the Sign.
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