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Abstract:

This study explores the phenomenon of reference within the framework of text linguistics,
considering it one of the key mechanisms of internal cohesion that contributes to the
connectivity and consistency of texts. The concept is applied to Surat Al-Shams, aiming to
uncover the role that textual and situational references play in achieving semantic and
functional harmony in the Qur'anic text.

The research begins with a foundational discussion of the concept of reference, both
linguistically and terminologically, identifying its types: textual (anaphoric and cataphoric)
and situational (external). It also presents the linguistic tools by which reference operates,
such as pronouns, demonstratives, relative pronouns, and comparative devices.
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The applied study reveals that Surat Al-Shams primarily relies on anaphoric pronominal
reference, particularly through the feminine singular attached pronoun (-ha), which is
frequently used to refer to elements such as “the sun,” “the soul,” “the sky,” and others. The
surah also features situational references that require external contextual knowledge from the
broader Qur'anic narrative, as seen in its implicit mention of “the people of Thamud” and “the
Messenger of God.”

Moreover, the study identifies implicit contrasting comparisons that contribute to semantic
cohesion, highlighted through binary oppositions such as (night/day), (its immorality/its
piety), and (successful/failed), reinforcing the rhetorical structure of the surah.

The study concludes that reference in Surat Al-Shams functions as a central mechanism in
constructing the text, ensuring its coherence, and guiding its interpretation. Pronouns were the
most prominent tool in this context, whereas demonstratives, relative pronouns, and
cataphoric reference were not explicitly observed.

Keywords: Reference, reference devices, the Holy Quran, Surat Al-Shams, pronouns,
demonstratives.
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