(Libyan Journal of Contemporary Academic Studies) 5 alrall 4aaals¥) cilaf jall 4l ddaal)
LICAS, eISSN: 5970-3005
Volume 4, Issue 1, 2026, Pages: 703-715

Regional and International Approaches to the Libyan Crisis
(2011-2024): A Study of the Impact of External Rivalry on the Failure
of the Political Settlement

Hamida Saleh Bouhfeitha*
Department of Political Science, Faculty of Economics, Omar Al-Mukhtar University,
Al-Bayda, Libya
*Email (for reference researcher): _hameda.bohqaefa@omu.edu.ly

£(2024-2011) Aaalll Lo 350 40 5al) 5 ApaslBy) by aal)

L) &g gl Jiad o JAY) Gadlial) i 8 A o
" i 5 xlla ages |

\:L.t:\l ch'A:\:d\ SJU';.AM Do z\a.AlA calaidy) US ‘Ji:u\:ul\ ("JM‘ eué

Received: 12-02-2026; Accepted: 25-04-2026; Published: 16-05-2026

Abstract:

This study examines regional and international approaches to the Libyan crisis during the period (2011-2024),
focusing on the impact of external competition on the failure of political settlement. It is based on the assumption
that the multiplicity of external actors and the divergence of their interests have prolonged the conflict and
weakened prospects for state-building.

The study adopts a case study approach, combined with analytical and comparative methods, by examining the
policies and motivations of various actors and their impact on Libya’s internal dynamics. It finds that the Arab
approach was characterized by division and support for rival factions, while the Maghreb and African approaches
demonstrated awareness of the risks but lacked effective tools of influence. The European approach, driven by
concerns over energy, migration, and regional stability, was undermined by internal competition among key states.
At the international level, the United Nations played a central role in facilitating dialogue; however, conflicting
interests among major powers—particularly with the growing roles of Russia and Turkey—Ilimited the
effectiveness of its efforts. The study concludes that the Libyan crisis represents a clear case of the
internationalization of internal conflicts, and that any viable settlement depends on reducing external interventions
and strengthening a national path based on institution-building and the restoration of political legitimacy.

Keywords: Libya, the Libyan crisis, external intervention, political settlement, regional security, international
relations.
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