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Abstract

This study examines the Thendasah Station (Ain Weif), located in the northeastern part of Jabal Nafusa, which is
considered one of the most prominent stations on the Roman road that extended along the summit of the Western
Mountain. The research aims to highlight the strategic and military importance of this station during the Roman
era and its role in defending and organizing Roman frontiers, in addition to its contribution to the stability and
economic prosperity of Roman cities in the province of Tripolitania.

The findings indicate that the distinctive geographical location of Ain Weif and the abundance of its water
resources made it a vital center for Roman settlement and an advanced defensive post within the frontier network.
Inscriptions and archaeological remains found at the site revealed the presence of military units belonging to the
Third Augustan Legion and an integrated defensive system comprising fortresses, watchtowers, and fortified
farms. Moreover, the study demonstrates that the Roman road passing through Ain Weif had significant economic
and commercial importance, as it facilitated the transport of goods and strengthened connections between the
coastal and inland cities.

The study concludes that Ain Weif Station was not merely a transit point but rather a key element in the Roman
military, administrative, and economic organization in Libya, closely linked to Rome’s policy of controlling the
hinterland and consolidating its influence in North Africa.

Keywords: Ain Weif, Thendasah, Jabal Nafusa, Tripolitania, Roman Roads, Roman Frontiers, Military Forts.
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