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Abstract:

Libya's elections witnessed a phenomenon of abstention after the 2014 parliamentary elections,
which affected the low participation rates in the 2020-2024 municipal council elections.

This is due to the Libyan citizen's feeling of frustration, boredom, and lack of confidence in the
continuity of any municipal council in achieving all the services and reforms it seeks within its
municipality. Most of the municipal councils that were elected did not make even a slight
change in the service sectors and areas. Trust between the voter and the candidate is the main
nerve of every electoral process. If it is available, it will have a positive impact in encouraging
citizens to vote and conducting the electoral process effectively. The study reached the most
important results, the most important of which was that the Libyan voter does not rely on
electoral programmes because he is directly influenced by the symbol and charismatic
personality, The study also found that candidates for municipal councils should possess
competence, integrity, and academic qualifications, as these are what will gain the voter's trust
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and make him enthusiastic about casting his vote on election day. Finally, the media should
play their real role, which is to intensify electoral awareness campaigns for citizens and urge
them to participate in electing those who will provide the best services to their cities.

Keywords: Voter confidence, Municipal Council, The phenomenon of electoral abstention,
Electoral participation.
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