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Abstract:

The issue of institutional stability in rentier states is a central concern in contemporary political
studies, particularly given the clear disparity between countries that share similar economic
structures yet differ significantly in the strength and cohesion of their institutions. This study
sheds light on the relationship between the type of political system and the degree of
institutional stability within a rentier context. It compares the experience of Gulf Arab states—
which have relatively maintained institutional stability—with the Libyan case, which has
witnessed severe institutional fragmentation since 2011. The study aims to understand the
extent to which the structure of the political system influences the building and sustainability
of institutions, especially under conditions of heavy reliance on rent and the absence of effective
representative and accountability mechanisms.

Keywords: Rentier State, Political Systems, Institutional Building, Political Legitimacy, Post-
2011 Libya, Political Stability, Social Fragmentation.
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