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Abstract:

This analytical study examines the role of disarmament in achieving political stability in post-
genocide Rwanda following the 1994 atrocities. Disarmament is presented as a fundamental
tool in post-conflict peacebuilding, encompassing various forms such as conventional
disarmament and the disarmament of armed groups. The research highlights the strong link
between disarmament and national reconciliation, institutional strengthening, and the rule of
law.

The paper explores Rwanda's historical conflict context, the root causes of violence, and both
local and international disarmament efforts—including militia dismantling, reintegration of
former fighters, and transitional justice through Gacaca courts. A comparative analysis with
countries like Sierra Leone, Colombia, and South Africa identifies Rwanda’s strengths and
weaknesses, offering valuable lessons for conflict-ridden states such as Libya.

The study concludes that successful disarmament programs rely on a combination of
institutional reform, community reconciliation, international support, and economic
reintegration incentives. It recommends establishing effective transitional justice mechanisms,
empowering state authority, securing borders, and investing in socioeconomic development to
ensure lasting peace.
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