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Abstract:

This paper endeavors to revisit the history of Arabic sciences from a new perspective,
recognizing that philosophical discourse necessitates a critical excavation of epistemological
transformations and a meticulous tracing of their fluctuating scientific trajectories. Such an
inquiry aims to unravel the underlying reasons behind our historical inability to attain a self-
sufficient rationality. Building upon Al-Farabi's assertion that the history of science unfolds in
a continuum that virtually dissolves temporal boundaries, this study seeks to examine the
scientific breakthroughs that succeeded the initial formation of Arabic epistemology. We aim
to trace the manifestations of this significant rationalist surge, particularly the unprecedented
integration of empirical experimentation and theoretical interpretation within Jabir ibn
Hayyan's scientific enterprise—a project that was remarkably ahead of its time. In a subsequent
phase of this study, we aim to comprehend the epistemological rupture and the profound
rational decline that beset this truncated scientific endeavor. Our investigation will trace how
the scientific intellect became ensnared in the snares of irrationality and the labyrinths of
Gnostic thought. This research aspires to reexamine the early rationalist discourse, seeking to
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liberate it from the burden of meaninglessness that has marginalized us from the realms of
reason and history.
Keywords: philosophy; Jabir ibn Hayyan; epistemology; irrationality; rationality.
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