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Abstract:

Environmental behavior represents one of the main factors contributing to the protection of
natural resources and achieving a balance between present needs and future requirements,
which constitutes the essence of sustainable development. In light of escalating environmental
challenges, it has become imperative to enhance individuals' awareness - particularly among
youth - about the importance of positive environmental behavior. Environmental sociology
provides a suitable framework for understanding the relationship between humans and their
environment, and how social values and behaviors influence ecological balance.

This study emerged to highlight the role of environmental behavior among secondary school
students in Zliten Municipality as a vital pathway to achieving sustainable development. The
research reveals a clear gap between environmental awareness and actual practices among
secondary students, despite their recognition of sustainability's importance. The findings
confirm that institutional and educational challenges constitute the main obstacle to promoting
environmental behavior.

Keywords: Environmental Behavior, Sustainable Development, Environmental Sociology,
Secondary Schools, Zliten Municipality, Libya.
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