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Abstract

The Nabataean Kingdom (4th century BC—106 AD) is one of the most prominent ancient
Arab kingdoms. It played a pivotal role in regional and international trade. Its strategic location
between the trade caravan routes linking the Arabian Peninsula to the Levant, Egypt, and
Mesopotamia contributed to its economic prosperity.
The study examines the Nabateans' commercial activity by analyzing trade routes, traded
goods, and their impact on the regional economy. Among the most prominent commodities
traded by the kingdom were incense, spices, precious stones, and tar, in addition to agricultural
and animal products. The Nabataeans also excelled in developing advanced water conservation
systems, which helped support trade caravans across the arid deserts.

The study also examines the relationship between trade and politics, as commercial activity
constituted a pillar of the kingdom's strength, making it a focus of major powers such as the
Romans. The Roman Empire eventually took control of the kingdom in 106 AD, leading to a
gradual decline in its commercial role. The study concludes that the Nabataeans succeeded in
building an advanced trade network that contributed to their economic prosperity. Thanks to
their commercial skills and infrastructure, they were able to serve as a key link between ancient
civilizations.

Keywords: Nabataeans, trade, products, economy, civilizations.
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