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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of tribal loyalties on political power in countries with tribal
structures, where the tribe represents a fundamental element that defines political identity and
significantly influences the stability of regimes. The study seeks to uncover the complex
relationship between the tribe and the state, highlighting how tribal loyalties affect state
sovereignty and political stability, while reviewing innovative strategies to achieve a balance
between them. It relied on multiple approaches, including analytical, historical, and
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comparative, which enabled a deeper understanding of the roots of the phenomenon. The
evolution of the tribe was traced throughout history, and its impact on the structure of the
modern state was analyzed, while comparing various international experiences of tribal
societies. The results also showed that tribal loyalties constitute an obstacle to the sovereignty
of the central state, as they reinforce loyalty to tribal sheikhs at the expense of state institutions,
which weakens the implementation of laws and deepens internal divisions. This reality leads to
the formation of competing alliances that threaten the stability of political systems. Reliance on
customary laws also leads to legal duality that weakens justice and widens the gap between
state and society. Despite these challenges, the study revealed the possibility of employing the
tribe as a stabilizing factor by integrating it into state institutions, as countries such as Jordan
and the UAE have succeeded in achieving. The study offers a new vision for dealing with this
challenge, emphasizing that tribal loyalties are not only a source of conflict, but can also be an
opportunity to enhance political stability if integrated within the framework of the modern state.
It recommends developing effective strategies to achieve this balance, ensuring a sustainable
future for the state and its society.

Keywords: Tribal influence, tribal loyalties, political power, modern state, state institutions,
political system, tribal alliances, political system stability.
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